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PSALM cxix. cxlij. 
Thy Righteouſneſs is an Everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 


d thy Law is the Trath. 


% 


is not to be doubted that the Subject of this 
P/alm is the Moral Law, or the Precepts of 
_ Juſt and Righteous Living, which are contain'd 

in the Ten Commandments, and which we find 
interſperied-in Moſes's Writings, eſpecially in the 
Book of Deuteronomy. The Royal Prophet dire&- 
ing here his words to Gad, theſe his Right- 
eouſneſs and his Law, and he adds that this Right- 
couſnels 'is Everlaſting ». and that this Law is the 
Truth. The moſt.caſy and obvious meaning of the 
former clauſe of which words is this, that this Di- 
vine Law which he is ſpeaking of,  hadits Exiſtence 
from Everlaſting, it was alwaies whyzt it 18. now. 
Which is of the 3.x wag” la of what he ſaithin the 

160. y. of this P/alm, Thy Word is True from the 
beginning, 4. e. from Everlaſtin g, for theſe two are 
ſynonymous, a6 SPREArR from Prov. $. 23. The Rules 

tisJuſt and Ri 


and Meaſures of w t were deter- 
min'dand fix'd ON LTr, And beſides, they are 
of Perpetual and Eternal Obligation, they are {i 


Juch - 
Laws as ſhall neverbcrepeal'd : whence our P/alm- - 
;/t faith in another place, FR God's Cl | 
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"OS; rhe Nand aft for ever and ever. Pf. 1 I1. 
73 For 48 or Evil in its 6wn matute, 
can at wy time, or upon any account-be alter'd. 
- Which brings mc to the © Ircipretacivn of the lat- 
ter Clauſe the Wor ds, T hy Law 1s #he Tr uth, 
j. e. theſe Rittes'of Moral Righreoufneſs muſt needs 
| be Immutable and. Perpetual, becauſe they are no 
inner and precarious things, : nor do they dt> 
| gas; upon humane Inſtjrucion- and. Arbitrament ; 
bs they arc Real and True in themſelves, they are 
- Solid and Subſtantial, there being an Intrinſick 
Goodneſs atid Excellency in them. On rhis at- 
ount they have Oy nt Ark and Reality, nd thete- 
or may; proper {trifly be hid ro $2," and#o 
2 ch'is a Norion'that a' Profoimd Man 
as Lon Gentiles had lon ng ſinet os to; for 
be tells us, 'that the Law 0 Nature or True Mo- 

"T7 5/0- ralir is * rhe} of bethp.” 
| Topaens. S0- $ rhen is the Propbſition that I will Entertain 
prac: pud yon with at preſetit, 'thitt theR&ſpns of Good 2nd 
yil are Ebetha and Unctiahgcable, that chere ate 
ſuch things as Right and Wrong, without any Po- 
firive Law or Corfftiration; thar theſe had the ſtart 
of all tuman Conctats nd Cuſtorts; 4nd, 'in ſhort, 
thit Religioh. tha Vittue are i afred if out rt 

tiite, and art Ever ry Waits : iced ro the fram 
of Rational Creatures. This 1 will-evinice 1. From 
the Nattte bf od. 2. Froti whit we'find-in'the 
Mind'of Mah. 3:From the Behaviour and Aﬀtions 
of Mankind. 4. From' the Utiiverſal Confent of 
che World. 

" 1. God's Nature or Mint is the Eternal Founda- __ 
cion of Goodneſs and Righteouſmels, and __ 
theſe 
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cheſs anos bi be Real and; Erernal. Ie 19 cortuin 
that the Zential Bonley, which is II, 
ded-on rhe Chief Good," that which" Plat 


1s groun 
por: calls-* G ny is ſelf, and the Idea and * Adllay- 
Patters of all or whence could Aer, "AV 
neſs be terch'd, a this Divine Source? It; 


could- neither be Gerv' from- 'Angels: nor 
( and we'can't t ng any runk' 'of - 
whence there 1$-a 


n Him, "en 
from Lim alone ir a Bu heceff þ oo 
Perfect Nature the Ideas and —_ of it _ 
from Eternal Ages: for as the Ideas SEE Were 
eternally. Exiftent-in God's 
Will 64 pregnant and repleniſh'd with? oodne; 
and Holineſs. ''Whieh'js a Notion'thar an 1 cannot 
but form ' of the Divine - 
moſt Perfert, we can't fibly x00 Sh th 
without apprehenſions of both theſe, vis, Lb 
derſtanding' ding fraught with Et and: 


Goodneſs: | Now, 'from"1 
I Men our 


Goodneſs and oy are Fry ett 
onfequent 2B 2Þ cart 


Fi; {and c 
rue, and haye'an'in orth in them; ' be- 


_ whatever ay wor of the Divine Nature and 


PerfeQion is really worth) 22 $6. exceltent. Tt is 
thcholy Narafe of Divine Beingthari the prin 
Source, as well as 24 1 


righteouſneſs. | It is this” 
for it/ is 'the Parrern'i 
but a Copy of thatOrigin 
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mutable Goodneſs, which'is;m the Supreme Good. 
This'is the true Root of-all Re&irude, Juſtice and 

ighteouſheſs: The Ecernal Laws of Juſt and Good; 
which are in the Divine Mind, are the Pillars on 
which the Moral Goodneſs -of \'Rational Beings is 
founded. - Hence it is that the Laws of Good and 
Evil, of Juſt and Unjuſt among Men, are in their 
own nature firm IF ſolid, and never to be abo- 
liſh'd, for they are eternally Good, and grounded 


on the unchangeableneſs of the Supreme Being, 


The Reaſons of them did exiſt from Eternity in the 
Divine Nature, and they were ever conformable 
to the upright Will of God, and for that Reaſon 
Ev nay otherwiſe. "Thus it appears, that Moral 
Righteouſneſs being originally founded in the Be- 


ing. and” Nature of God, muſt conſequently be 


2. The Intrinſick and unchangeable Nature of it 
is demonſtrated, 'not only from our tracing it up to 
its Firſt Head, but from its being ſeated by Godin 
the Mind of Man. | For thjs is the very-Imageand 
Pourtraiture of God himſelf, and. conſequently , 


Teng TR0h and Goodneſs arc Eſſential to the Di- 
vine 


therefore from the Nature of human Souls, as ſuch, 
it were eaſy to prove'that there were Innate No- 
tions,; not.only of True and Falſe, .but of Goodand 
Evil, imprinted on them at their firſt make. And 
tho' we haye not the we of theſ# Original Notions 
preſently, ,or in our Infancy and Childhood ( as 
ſome urge ) yet 1t 1s ridiculous toinfer thence, that 
they are; not in the Soul: for on the ſame ground 

ay 


ature (as was faid before) thele Excellencies 
arc alſo inſeparable from the Sow! of Man. And 


—_—__ Een 
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ie might be-prov'd,: that a Man, hath no Rations/ 
Soul for: ſeveral | years, becauſe the Faculties of it 


do not actually exert. themſelves. But we are fure 
that thoſe Mental:-Impreſſious were inall Menfrom 
the beginning , becauſe, they are the Firſt Emana- 
tions:of their; natural fratne, as they are Reaſonable 
| » and: as. their Souls reſemble the Divinity. 
Hence it follows, as\aclearand inconteſtible Trut 
that, tho' by! the early Apoſtacy of the Firſt Man 
our human Nature 1s depray'dy; our Facultics-are 
corrupted, and: we. have an inward --proclivity to 
what 18 vicious, fo. that'it is the work of the Holy 
Spirit to enable us to do any Good that can be ac- 
ceptable to God: yet there arc remaining in'us, as 
we are Human Creatures and Rational: Agents, 
Natural' Principles+ and; Sentiments. of Morality. 
And-therefore we-may obſerve, that One, who 1s + ,.... 
an unqueſtionable Aſlerter of the original depravi- dam incite 
ty of ind, is yet. very. poſitive in;this, that humane | 
. * there: 1s in the. Souls of . Men a Senſe of Divinity quidem 
and Reizgion, and that even bye Natural InſftinfF ; naturali 


—_— he ſpends: a whole: Chapter to met: 
ave the ext ns this-Inbred Principle in the may wag 

inds:of all Men. And truly, eyery Man alive, ©*72 con- 
that 18 attentive and. unprejudiced, may feel this in ponimus. 
him'as-ſoon. as he is arrived to-the:uſe of | Reaſon, map py 
(for: he can't -exſpe&-.it ſhoyld: actually diſplay it once? 
{elf:;t}then } or whenever he hath; accaſion given indirum 
him to exerciſe his thoughts concerning Moral and yo 
Divine things. To this the Great Apoſtle refers onis men 
in Rom. 2. 149.15, when he tells us,- that #he Gen. xperien- 
tiles whe have not the Law, (i.e. the written Law) wr. lbid.c. 
do by vature (i.e; by yertue of theſe radical notions +- 


K*3* "of 
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of Moral Goodneſs ih-cher minds) the things com. 
tain'd in the Law, they arc puſh'd 'on ro!1t by this 
Narural Principle within them. . Hence' it is thar 


. tho". they have not the Law, yet they are « Law 


unto themſobves, becauſe: they have thiginward Law 
in their own minds,” which.ihftructs: chem what to 
do, as to the compre; oy angarabnts > on, 
Therefore he adds, that they ſhewrhe work of the 
Law wyittesn in their hearts, namely in theſe Ori- 
ginal Chara@ers by God's own hand.” So that no- 
thing could be faid'more plamly ro Eftablith cheſe 
inward Signatures and Imprefles: of 'Goodgeſs on 
the Soul. k, 
And they were Engraven there for Great-and 
Excellent Purpoſes in the life of Man: whence we 
may further evince, that there are'maced ſuch Inbred 
Principles and Notions: ' There being fo niany 
waies of Deluſion and Error in' the 'Workd,/ ſuch a 
diverſity of avocations from Religion and/Good- 
neſs, and the Worſhip of the Divine Being, and 
fuch Charming Temptations every\where/to a 'vi- 
tious Life; it was requiſite there: ſhonld befuch Jn- 
ward DireFors as theſe in' Mens: breafts.(11 There 
being ſuch Impediments to "Truth and Goodneſs 
as Te, Prejudice, Intereſt, Pleafures, and theſe 
continually operating upon us; it was neceſſary 
there rom bo fomorhit within-us 'to::rcmind> us 
of what 'is True 'and whar'is. Good ;5' ſomething 
within us that oppoſes it ſelf to all the foreſaid'o 


ſtacles and hindrances. There was a neceflicy that 
. there ſhould' be a Divine 'Principle-jn our Souls, 
g which ſhould be as ic were a contiaual Furdtoour 
-Conſciences;" alwaies*to' fapply: and furniſh them 

: \ with 


there is yet Pome 7 
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with Virtuous diQtates. Amongſt the moſt Tudeard 


barbarousP it is Th7s that keeps VPC ſome kind 
of Notion of Honeſty and Fs Yea; 'and 
aun thoſe that are: Civiltz'd); © | alt be in 


anget of being 10ſt, "if hed were nor this Princi- 

pi le Tooted in their *nunds:” 'All that is Juſt and 
ht would haye, been baniſh'd ourof the World, 
unleſs rhis prevalentInmare hadaQted its part, and 
kepr us from being Gf bereft of them. We 
tis fong fince ben abſorp and + ut : 
neſs, if Chis had' pe nired fecur'd ns 
it not for this ve k, the < Eire of Vin 
would' haye been extingy i'd and it would have 
been/impoſſible rv preferve'/ir im the midſt of that 
Detuge of Vice ren hark broken mm upon us. 
| 57 Paron ©, that there thonld be in- 

prafted in the heart of Man, learned or illi- 


rerate, thefe Moral Impreſhons which T am ſpeak- 


ing 'of, which will nor fuffer Mankind to be who- 
ly 2tirnared from'a ſenſe of what is Good and Vir- 
tous: Tt thay be attributed to this, that, notwirh- 
ſtanding the General Depravation and © i0Ns 
on in'the W For 

» that This buoys up 


it is .an S abing Tru 


Gootinelſs holy it is ſinking, this ſux upports it when 
it is REES ON keeps it «\ wats 1; 1t 1$ even cx- 
fpiring. So at Mlyrely 


neceſſary was the implantin 
of theſe Notions in Mens «6 from js = 


birth. And then (which is the thing I have been 
Provings 'theſe Ti yt Hg es of Good andEyit 
thus (imp: fare nh in ertzinand unqueſtion- 
able evition of the Tarrjnd afickExceflency of Moral 
Religion, and of 4fl 'Virtuous and Jult we 
whic 
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oo 
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whichare but Tranſcripts and .Exemplifications of 
thoſe Vwoal Conceptions placed by God in the 
minds of Men. | EE 
3: As.the real. and unchaygeable nature; of Moral 
Righteouſneſs is proved ffa rmity. 
Supreme and Etcrnal Good,, and from che. $ 
of Good, which our minds are furniſh'd with fro 
; our birth, ſo it may be cvidenc'd from theconſtant 
Behaviour and Praftice of Mankind afterwards. 
"This I will make appear from theſe following par- 
ticulars, 1. From Mens cxcuſing their fins. 2, From 
their deſiring Secrecy when they commit them. 
3. From thc cts and Remorſes which they feel 
afterwards. 4. From the Fear of Puniſhment which 
haunts them. 5. From that Diſlike and Hatred 
which even Bad men themſelves have of Vice. 
Firſt, the Intrinſick Excellency of Vertue is ma- 
nifeſted from mens Excu/meg their fins and vitious 
praCtiſes, and devolving them upon others. I us 
was in the World as ſoon as >1n 1t ot Adam 
would' nceds caſt his Tranſgreſſion and Guilt upon 
his Relative, and ſhe pur it off to the lag 
This hath been the practice of ſinners cyer fince: 
tho' they know themſelves to be really Criminal, 
yet they endeavour to throw off their faults, and 
they ute all ſorts of palliations and pretences to 
clear themſelves; and particularly they are wont to 


a @ 


uſurp the Names and Titles of Virtue to conceal 


their evil deeds, fandly diſguiſing theſe latter under 
a ſhew and reſemblance of the former. | But whullſt 
they do ſo, they confeſs, that Yzrrwe is Excellent 
and Laudablc, otherwiſe they would not cmulate 
the likeneſs of it: and they acknowledge, that V:ce 


IS 


m its conformity ro.the 
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is.in-it ſelf baſe and reproachful , and: that the. ra- 
tional nature of Man is averſe to it, elſe they would 
not. excuſe it, and fhift it off: nay, 'tiscerrain they 
-waeuld own: it, if it were Good and praiſe worthy. 
Burithey, have natural conviftions of the contrary; . 
-which makes them, ſtrive to clear themſelves of it: 

1nd.theſe evaſions are a. palpable proof that Vice is 
a, thing oppoſite to the. reaſonable frame of their 
Souls, and 1s of its own nature Eyil, and that there 
1s a diſtinQtion between Juſt and Unyuſt, WT te, 


" Wrong founded in che nature of things. ,.. 


A this: alſo. appears from men's deſiri 
Fin rs they commit 1ins, andafter they ha o 
n 


committed them. For Rough one. reaſon of their 
ſculking and abſconding. is, becauſe they would nor 
be defeated in, hat they, undertake, , or dreetted 
when it, 18 ;. yet this. is another rea pane 
their afoemgof privacy. namely, becauſe th Fr 
aſhamed to a 1n the Eyes © 


thoſe vile things 
World, . Vice.is ſo. ugly and deformed, rams 
would not have it ſeen: anduhen,, it.1s,,t| 1 Jo 
ings. 


and are confoun /AF. | 0 evil 
Which 1s Fra aa us1n t EO ſtulation Rom. 


6. 21, What pro od ona A Pa F; 
fi Now þireote This Sine fe es an hich 
TAPING. 1n "el affions: beeepS: irtue,, which 
is. in it ſelf, is daring, an Sha N Faeny a 
blemiſh 


with it... If there were not areal. 
in unjuſt a0, lew« endo” Hopes) why ſhould men be 
athaney of Ic ſhould they, bepur « out 
end, 100k. like . : 5 WR 
tn d "they A to, their Coverts,, at Ee 
corners, and fear a diſcovery? There was an earl 
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Example of this in the firſt Sinners, they retired, 
and hid themſelves, Gen. 3.8. On which an Annient 
and Pious Father of the Chriſtian Church hath 
. theſe remarkable words, * Why did Adam, after 
had ſinned, hide him mer ſeeing at that time there 
was no written Law? The Reaſon was, becauſe he 
_ apy” bo rin know Fg he hail done 5th, 
e 'be 1 ed im the know of Virtue. 
And {hh in him that inw $A e6A 
and dejeftion of Soul after the commiſſion of Sinz 
and thence he 'fondly attempted 'to hide not only 
kimfelF;, 'bur his Crime from And it 198bſer-, 
vible 'thit Cad: refus'd to diſcover his mutdering 
of his Brother ; oe —nent eh 
def Fen binpt $1 hers he knew'not, Gen. 4 9. 
tes the ihtrindiek Ea 
nl fir fo br why AR ie "d with} vacyand 
Aieta theknowledge of others 
ven 2s &d3 Mi revenof thofe fometimes 
holed hair bs ? GE: ;- is ah arguinientthac Vittue'ls 
indlovely, thecontraty is vile and de- 
reftabſe,dhd tha tia 5f zh aturally approves 
nn porn nae AV Et tmordli 
the RepPers thd 
to'the 


>/&s of Sinhers: f6r 
adting cot fri 
ies” 


e Laws: ; are\cer= 


ci in Teſti this :  do'the ill 
entſelves to ah  Yecoont? aid , Una 5s 

Sen U On t en Bro ſs Lav do 
Why ire be 4nd tara, TR tn 
akible /th 'rlitir mifitls* Is riot This 


Fs Natitfal'CohſGierice, ati" thoſe inbied Tipter. 
fidtis, 'which "are 3h the Sil of Evtry M2 Man * Yes, 
without doubt; chele catife them 'to Ms = 

CNAITILC 
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Commencement at CAMBRIDGE. 11 
; chaſtiſe themſelvcs,. and that very ſeverely,. when 
; they offend againſt theſe inward Etates. Thence 
come thoſe 3 hot and Torments which willful 
k Tranſgreſlors feel in their bycaſts, ,yea tho" their 
faults be kept ſecrety' and none knows them bur 
themſelves. N otwithſtanding this, they. are: trow- . 
bled and diſquieted, and as the Satyri/t well remarks 


of ſuch men, 


Tacita ſudant precordia culpa. | * Fav. Sat. 
But elpecially the more open and profligate Sinners | 
have frequent experience of theſe inward Inquie- 


tudes, Sweatings and Agonies, which render then 
a Plague and Torment to themſelves. Cain com- 
lain'd, that his iniquity ( far fo the original ward 
ould be rendred.) was greater thay he could bear, 
Gen. 4. 13. That 1s, the guilt of his heinous Sin 
became an infupportable burden to him. .So Fudas, 
from the horror of his guilt, | ſunk into defpair. 
And who ſees not that: the uſualeffeftsof greatand 
flagitious enormities are Pain and Torture of mind, 
Deliquiums of St ul and] Oay, and the waſting and 
macerating of the fleſh and ſpirits, by -continual 
reſtleſneſs and diſturbance? The ground of it is 
obvious, for Sin 1s a violent diftarting of the natu- 
ral and' primitive temper of Man; and therefore it 
cannat but create extremeanguith and, perturbation. 

Onereaſon why men are diſpleas'd with themſclyes 
after the commiſſion of what is Immoral,. is becauſe 
they find they have ated contrary to their Native 
Principle, becauſe they haye| done ſomerhing that 

15 unſuitable to the rational nature which- they arc 

endued with. It appears "me that Sin 1s Ma 
2 Ey1 : ; 
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- Evil, and that it is an affront to our Reaſons and 
Underſtandings to tranſgreſs the Laws of Morality. 
Thus a Man's own mind eſtabliſhes the Equity and 
Goodneſs of theſe Laws, and convinces him that 
the Foundations of Moral Righteouſneſs are ſure 
and ſtable. 

12 Moreover, this may be made evident from 7he 

= Fear of Puniſhment, which haunts and poſſeſſes the 

778 minds of Evil men. Thus Cazn, the firſt Murderer, 

Wi} | was afraid that every one that found him would ſlay 

1M !: him: he had a perpetual dread 'of the fatal recom- 

[1218 ce, which was the'merit of his villany. And 

| atural Conſcience tells all other Sinners that they 
deſerve Paniſhment: they know the Fudgment of 

God, that they who commit ſuch things, are worthy 

of death, as AE ſpeaks: and this knowledge 

"1218 unavoidably breeds Fear and Dread. Some would 

Witt - needs perſuade us that this Paſſion is rais'd by Po- 

i Ee lirick Heads, by Wiſe Rulers and Governours, 
merely to aw their daſtard Subjets: but it is evi- 
dent that this is a falſity, becauſe Princes and Ru- 
ters'themſelves are liable'to theſe impreſſions; nay, 
we know they aQtually have been under the force 
and prevalency of ſuch Principles. | Be//hazar the 
Great Babylonian Monarch fell into fits of ſhakin 
and'rembling, when the Hand-writing on the Wa 
put/him' in mind of his Profaneſs'and Debauchery, 

= and the juſt Deſerts of both. King Herod after the 

murder 'of Fohn Baptrſt was reſtleſs in his mind, 

and had the terfible fight of that Holy-Man conti- 

* Mt. 14. nually repreſented to/ his fancy, and * he thought he 
was riſen from the dead, and was come+'to Torment 
him. Tr6eris the Emperour was not able to _ 
| Cea 
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ceal the terrors and affrightments of his Conſcience» 
after all his unnatural Luſts and Cruelties: Nero 
after all his prodigious villanies could notdiſſemble 
his horrors, and his being haunted with Spirits, ' 
and' tormented with Furies and Flames. hich 
lainly ſhews, that this dread of mind is noPolitick 
vention, no Feigned Paſſion and Repreſentation, 
no idle Phantom or Mormo; but that it 1s a real 
thing, and flows from the natural diQtates of the 
Mind, and not: theſe from' Fear, as ſome would 
ſuggeſt. Why ſhould Men be affraid of the Divine 
Being, if they deſery'd not his Diſpleaſure? ' And 
how can they deſerve ity unleſs they have done ſome- 
thing amiſs, z. e. broken ſome Law, which they 
were oblig'd to keep? There muſt then be ſome . 
obligation on Man from Nazureto' obſerve. fuch and 
ſuch Laws: for I ſpeak even” of thoſe: who have 
thrown off all em otras but this.. Their: being 
conſcious to- themſelves that they have notatedas 
they ought, and that peer gh ax become guilty, 
ercates this Timerouſneſs and Dread incthemy'! and 
gives them an apprehenſion. of the great Day'of 
00M. 7:1 
In the next place I argue from: that di/ike and 
hatred, which even Bad* men'themfelves: have: of 
.ſteem which 


fome Yices, and'from that \grear'E 
have of ſome /irrres: Predens univerſally diſrelifh' 
and. the very Pcrfons-who cheriſh it:in themſelves, 
abhor- it in others. ' Nothing //is\\more generally 
abominated than a Proud:and Arr Fe and 
on the'contrary; nothing is more valuids Joy'd, and 
careſs'd rhan:one that is Haumble:ahd Meek::: Even 
choſe very Perſons, whoſe practice is a remonſtrance 
| B 3 againſt 
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inſt Humility, have at the ſamc time an inward 
liking of this Virtue, yea and outwardly expreſs 
their approbation of it. The Avaritious and Sar- 

' did Niggard is ſcorn'd and laught at by cvery one: 
but the Liberal and Generovs are 65 es by all. 
Clean and Chaſt Diſcourſe meets with an univerſal 
acceptance: but Ob/cenity and Ribaldry, tho' dreſs'd 
in the Garb of Wit, are generally nauſeous and 
offenſive, and the Organ of Hearing 1s as 'twere 
difoblig'd, and even rata them ; and oftentunes 
the Hearer bluſhes, becaute the Speaker doth nor. 

A Lyar is a-Title of the greateſt reproach and in- 

famy among men: a lying Tongue 1s not only one 

; *Prov. 6. of thols things which * the Lord hateth, but 'tis 
{T3 4x, 25 F odious to all Men: whereas a Z/ain and Oper 
4wdux Speaking, without any diflimulation or reſerve, 1s 
659, 24 very graceful and amiable thing, and nothing is 
' erdY <br, MOTE valu'd and commended in the World. Again, 
PR ws Violence, Rapime, Perſecution, and eſpe- 
Puceor.  Crally if theſe proceed to Bloodſhed and Slaughter , 
are "Soak of all Perſons, yea of thoſe who practice 
theſe Vices moſt of all. lin Ceſar had ever in 
Sweren.in his mouth that of Euripides, + If Right at all may 
ul. Ce. be violated; it be for the ſake of a Crown, but 
in other. matters let us be exattly juſt. The greateſt 
Invaders acknowledge Juſtice to be good, and its 
bvereſt only that their judgment. The Ben- 
dittand R srob Im 19-5 pon Acts. + M 
fmes and Ruffians muſt be well paid todo their work ; 
which ſhews there is no temptation in the Thang ic 
ſelf. A Common Thief had rather find than'take 
away another Man's.goods; and whulft he doth the 
. latter, he diſapproves of it. Or Gay, that he ap- 


| proves 


— 
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proves of it in himſclf, yet he dereſterh it in all 
others. Se Perfidrouſneſs and Treachery mectwith 
a Cathohck abhorrencez and thoſe who reward 
| theſe prattifes, 'yet hate the things themſelves, and 
x the ARors of them are alwaiesod1ousin the World, 
; and ſometimes _— puniſh'd by them who ſer 
them on work. But Haithfulneſs, — ;' Ho- 
nefty, Frankneſs and True-heartedneſs are 'd 
by all Men. And it were caſytoſhew in other In- 

ſtances, that Vicious and Immoral Aftions arcloath- 

ed even by Sinners themſelves, and that they who 

dare not praCtice Wiſdom and Virtue, 'yet *praiſe * Neque 
and commend it, and are willing to ſec'it thrivein im un-. 


che world. Thus from the Behaviour and deport- Snmum 
ment of Men, even'thoſe who are of the worſt ſort, convale(- 


it 1s evident that Virtue/is praiſe-worthy inits own the I ay 


Nature, and that-there is an inward Principlein all quam fic 

Men, /that makes them pay reſpe& 'to -Goodneſs oa vir- 
2nd Honeſty, and'to diſparage what 4s vicious and jurabirur, 
unlkewfal. Babes = 4 


- Hh'the lift-place, I will prove/the Laws of Moral Penvene | 
ns anoverfalt recere'g. For char of Tally is an cam n= 
being univerſally recertd. For that of Tally is an oe 
| nat Aerrinn * When ullP oople P! 58 Epilt. 14. F 
4 thiny, 'we-are totook wpon it-as the Law 7} Erpeory 
Now, it'ts evident that there is-among\all Men an um genti- 
Glo and Eye. Juſt ae Rghr ee every tre SI 
od an . aft and Right are every Where ,.1a ct. 
and opener rw. us Fire burnis ere Tuſc. Q. 
and '# Perſiz, (to We' the words 'of 'the' famous ": 
+ 'Stagyrite”) We arc told by 'Falerins PMaximns; Etic.l. 5. 
that the yery Barbarous Scy7hians took care-of eheir Do 
Fathers Tombs;'and refigioully- 'prefery'd* them ; 


wherc- 
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= whereupon he makes this ſeaſonable Remark, 
| *Prima & # Nature, the firſt and the beſt of things, uw the Mz- 
Po Na JHreſs of Piet), ſo that we need not be taught and 
ra pict tis /nſtrutFed in it. And again 1n the lame place , $9- 
a mg lid Virtue us born with us rather than made and fa: 
que oo. © 

q nullo vocts [hion d. And indeed it mulſt needs be {o 4 becauſe 
| - miniſterio. the notices and impreſſions of Good and Evil on 
ill | lierarum Mens minds are Unzverſal:' andit is impoſlible they 
indigens, ſhould be otherwiſe, becauſe they arc Narzwral, for 
propiie* Nature univerſally ſpreads it ſelf in every individual. 
bus chari- Hence 1s that Common Conſent in all Men concerning 
tem Pi- the grand Points of Morality: they are voted to be 
Qoribudtic Reaſonable and Juſt, by the whole Aſſembly of 

| terorum mankind throughout the World. 
vg 5 I know this 15 oppos'd by the Learned Mr Þ+ Se/- 
Solida vir- dex and ſome others, eſpecially of late, who hold 
tus nal®- that Univerſal Conſent is no argument to prove the 
quam # Law of Nature. Or rather, t ey lay, there is no 
| $.7b ſuch thing as Univerſal Conſent, there bein .1o 
Dee many various Opinions and PraCtiſes in Mor uity 


Gent. L 1. and eligion. But I deſire theſe following things 


| ©6 7+ may;be configer'd,” which will fully anſyer Eng g> | 
ge ons of thoſe who oppoſe this doCtrine. . Firſt, 
1 grant that God hath judicially given over ſome 
E” People to a reprobate ſenſe, 'and that becauſe they 
havegiyen themſelves over firſt to their Luſts, and 
have willfully ſhut their Eyes againſt the light. Hence 
It 1s that they have in many thi gs corrupted and 
diſtorted the Law of Nature, and thenitis no won- 
der, that they have becn permitted to fall into the 
moſt. irrational 'prattiſes, as that of Idolatry,. and 
the hike. CRE. OO is 11S 
Rut I add ncxt, that this Corruption 1s. not an 
| the 


\ 
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the Fir/# and General Principles of Nature, but in 
ſome undue Inferences and. Deduttions thence. 
[Thus in the caſe of Polyzherſm or Tdolatry, which 


1s the adoring of, Falſe Gods,. and was cycr a Ca- 
tholick crime among the common ſort of Heathens, 


there is the General diftate of Natural Religion * 


kept up, v7z. the worſhipping of a Deity, though 
they are fo ignorant-and corrupted as to conclude 
this and the other thing to'be a God5tho' they are 
not. So there is no Man or' Nation cxtant,.who 
think it lawfull to hurt or mmjureany one: butthere 
1s ſome diſagreement as to the Particular Inferen- 


ces, which may ariſe from theſe Premiſes; :and.in 


ſome particular Inſtances, 74at may be thought by 
ſome to be hurtful and injurious, which/isnordeem- 
ed ſo by others. . -And thus: thoſe Uſages among 
Barbarous Nations, which are ſo far dittetentfrom 
ours, may be reconciPd,. as namely, their catin 
the dead, in-ſtead of burying.them; and; their dil- 
patching their old ſick Parents out of the World, 
which they look upon as a Courteſy done'to them; 
and Greral the like practifes.:In' which 'the firſt 
and general Principles of Morality arenot violated, 
but only ſome Concluſions are drawn from 
them. Notwithſtanding which, the main'and el 
ſential Laws of. Good and Evil are:the ſame; and 
 areownd:ro be ©0248 i lon go gy f | 
Again, with: particular relation to: Mr Selzey's 
_ Objettion (which a late Writer hath borrow'd'from 
him, and makes great uſe'of)) viz. Thatthereisno 
Natural/ and Univerſal -Law of Morality, becauſe 
the Gentiles are ſo-vicious,” and'a&' ſo contrary 'to 
the light of Reaſon ;'T 


C the 


(wer, that'when I aflert 
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| the Law of Nature to be Univerſal, I means: that 
tt prevails among all Men in the World that are 
of ſound mmds, and who carefully attend to the di- 
Qtates of Natural Conſcience, and who u/e their 
Underſtandings, and make Refleftions, and exer- 
ciſe their Faculties. Burt if there be ſome (and too 
many there are) who are ſtupid and ſottiſh, and 
attend not to the Inbred Notions of their minds, 
( whereby theſe Notions are in a manner defaced, 
and/almoſt extinguiſh'd) 1 am not to anſwer for 
theſe. When I ſpeak of Univerſal Conſent, 1 un- 
derſtand it of thoſe that think and conſider, and 
are not wont to debauch and diſtemper their Rea- 
ſons, as thoſe Rude and Savage Gentiles do. 
| Wherefore we are not at all concern'd for the Bra- 
felians or Caribes, no nor for the So/danians and 
Hotentets, with the noiſe of whom our Ears are 
mightily gratcd of late. 'The ſtrange behaviour of 
- theſe People 1s no-real reproach to Human Nature, 
| nor any unpeachment:of the General Laws of Mo- 
rality, which all;People agree in who rouze their 
inward Principle, and give heed to'it. And thence 
I gather that rhe Precepts of Virtue are immoyable 
and unalterable, for they are fix'd and riveted into 
the very Nature of mankind, or elfe there would 
not be an Unzver/al Agreement about them. 

I might go on to farther Proofs of. the Intrinſick 
Nature of Good and Evil, from thoſe Abſurd Con- 
fe s which would follow from the contrary. 

rſt, if there beno ſuch thing, andif, meat 

ing what hath been alledged;: Virtue and: Vice are 

- eaſualand contingent, then our Faculties were given 
us to cheat and abulc us, and they arc continually 
POT 1impos'd 
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impos'd upon, and that about their proper Objedts: 
which is a do&trine that would deſtroy even a Deity, 
and we could fay nothing to prove there is ſuch a 
Being. Or, allowing a God, it would bea reproach 
to his Goodneſs and Wiſdom, to beſtow ſuch men- 
tal Powers upon us as are conſtantly deceiy'd, and 
to implant ſuch Notions in the Souls of all Men as 
are. falſe and .crroneous, and which have nothing 
real and ſolid in them. 1 
1. Jecondly, this alſo would be a Conſequence from 
the prenuſes, that we may hive and at as we pleaſe : 
for 1f there be no fix'd Laws and Rules of Good- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs, then nothing can be ſaid to 
be Lawful, and conſequently nothing can be ſaid to 
be Unlawful: or what 1s Lawful today, may be Un- 
lawful to morrow. For if there be not any Inward 
Reaſon of. the Moral:Laws cnjoin'd 'us by God, if 
they be not in themſelves, and in their abftra& 
nature Good; he may preſcribe us other Laws, and 
thoſe contrary to theſe which we now haye; and 
ſo. God may command us to'hate' him, and to hurt 
and miſchief our neighbours. If theſe things are 
notintrinfically evil, ſo thatthey can never be 
wn may 1n' time become our Duty. 
| "rae this is another Conſequence, that our 
Happineſs would be precarious and uncertain: for 
the. Happineſs of Rational \Creatures com on 
the Goodneſs of their Adtions. And by this means 
we ſhould be wholly unacquainted with the Great 
End of our lives, which is the thing thatis to ſteer 
us in this World, and to dire us in all weunder- 
take. . Theſe are ſome of the egregious Blunders 
and monſtrous POL which attend the contra- 
i 2 ry 
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ry Opinion, and may ſerve to confirm us in'this 

in. 4 Point, that there is an Intrinſick Goodneſs 

in Virtuousa&tions, and an Intrinſick Evil in Vitious 
ones, and that the Reaſons of both 'are congenite 
to our Rational Nature, and flow from 1t, and are 
ever agreeable to it. 

_ Thus I have Eſtabliſh'd the Dodrine which I 
undertook to diſcourſe of. And it was neceſſary 
to do it, becauſe tho' the generality of mankind 
( as was ſaid before) do unanimouſly averr, that 
Goodneſs is not plac'd in the arbitrary opinions of 

Men; but in nature it (elf; yet there have been of 
old, and are at this day thoſe who contradict and 
oppoſe it. The Antient Scepricks were infamous 
tor this, who had learnt of their Maſter Pyrrho, 

} Laert.in that there 1s + no difference between Good and 
vit. yb: Evil by Nature, but only by Laws and Cuſtom. 
Laertius acquaints us, that it was the politive opi- 
nion of one of that ſort of Men, that a Wiſe Man 
will not ſtick to commit Sacriledge, or Adultery, 
| or to Steal, wheneyer. he: hath a fit opportunity , 
+ My for * none of theſe (faith he) have any Tirpirrade 
£5 6,.1n them in their own nature, if we can butlay aſide 
«4, * ix the vulgar apprehenſton concerning, them, which 


«63 %» che rabble of Fools and Ignorant People have taken 
" Ae. Toner: vp Tully teſtifies concerning the Eprcureans, that 
_ in _<rifp. they held Honeſt and uſt to be + caſſum quiddam, 
A = - Cr mani Vocis ſono decoratum, a vain and frivolous 

" thing, ſet forth and commended to'the World by 

a mere empty ſound of words. This alſo was the 
Sentument of ſome that pretended to be Chriſtians, 
as the Gno/iichs, and ;cſpecially Carpocrates, who 
was a Great Man with that party: he with much 


earneſt- 
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earneſtneſs avow'd, that all * Moral ations are in- * 'a4«9p-- 
different, and that all the Good or Evil thatis faid & ray of 
to be in them, 1s founded not on truth, but fancy, —4grs- wy 
as Theodoret bears witneſs concerning him," and wi— 
quotes Irene for it. | an 401 
But to come down lower, they have; it feems, pe 
a power in the Church of Rome to change the na- 95! 
ture of Vice and Virtue. It is agreed on by the Z# #19- 
the chiefeſt Writers of that Communion, that the w«m «e- 
Pope hath ſuch a Plenitude of Power, that he can 7) h 
diſpenſe with Juſt and Right, and any Law of God, ;9c.Thee- 
excepting only the Articles of Faith. So faith the 97%; 
Gloſſe upon the Canon Law , and Panormitan ap-; 
proves of it. Bellarmine, their Great Champion, 
ſpeaks hometo the buſineſs, f If the Pope (faith he) + siautem 
could erreſo far as to command the practice of Vice; ?-p* crra- 
and to forbid the prattice of Virtue, the Church acwins111 
in that caſe is oblig'd, unleſs it would fin again{t tir,vclpro- 
Conſcience, to believe Vice to be Good, and Virtue "24 
to'be Evil. Judge now whether the Reaſons of tenerctur 
Good'and Evil be not taken away by the Church Et | 
of Rome, when 1t can alter the property of Virtue mg" 
and Vice, and when their People are bound' in n, &vir- 
Conſcience to take one for the other. Judge whe: |1,05-m 
chey do not aſcribe more to their Great Pontif let contra 
nan can be attributed to God himfelf: for certainly <o*(cien- 
it is fo far-from being in the\power 6f any Man to cre. 'D, 
alter the Natural and Moral Law, and to take away Sum. Pon- 
the obligation of it, that it is not within the verge **++©5 
. of Divine Power it ſelf. It is the deciſion of the 
Famous Grotius '( who is alwaics very wary when 
he ſpeaks concerning what” God tan do, as indeed 
it doth become-us: yet it is the peremptory. de- 
C 3 ciſion 
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E cifiony 1 fay, of that Great-Man) in his Excellenc 
+Lib. 1. e. Book of the Rights of Peace and War, | God him- 
FX Jelf cannot change this Law of Natural Goodneſs , 
he cannot make that which us emtrinſically evil to be 
0 evil. And the Reaſon is, becauſe then he would 
not be God, 'for his Nature would be chang'd, 
which is a thing utterly impoſlible, and the very 
ſuppoſition of it is to be abhorrcd. 
he Great Gallick Philoſopher, who diſcourſes 
ſo admirably concerning the Moral Virtues, was 
enclin'd to think, that they were not founded on 
immoveable Reaſons: for in ſome places of his E. 
piſtles and in his Anſwers, where he holds that 
Goodneſs as well as Truth eternally depended on 
the Divine F7] and its free determination, he 
ſeems to mean that God could have determin'd them 
otherwiſe, if he had pleas'd: and fo, that which is 
now Good, might have been Evil. But this miſtaken 
Notion of this Learned Man aroſe from his not 
conſidering and-remembring, that the /7// of Gad 
is alwaics the ſame as tg its real intrinſick nature, 
and therefore what it now 1s, 1t ever was, and can 
never be otherwiſe, and conſequently Goodneſs is 
-unvariable, and' that which 1s Good now can't be 
Evil at another time. Which if that. Excellent Per- 
ſon had bore/ in his mind, he: would not have 
argu'd from God's Will. in that manner which he 
ſcems to do. 

But I am ſorry to find that in our own Nation 
likewiſe there are thoſe who oppoſe the Intrinſick 
Nature of Moral Goodneſs, and'render it dubious 
and arbitrary. Among theſe: ought to be mention'd 
in the firſt place that known Perſon, in whoſe Stare 
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of Nature (0 he laies down as the Foundation 
of his whole Syſtem) nothing is virtuous or vitious, 
juſt or unjuſt; for he holds that thefe ariſe only 
from Compatt and Society. The Magi/trate 1s Mr. 
| Hobbes's God, the Prince 1s the maker of Good and 


Evil, and he can unmake them when he pleaſes. 
Which is ſaid well enough for ſuch a Philoſopher 


. as holds a Man is nothing elſe but Body or Cart 


aſe 
Another + Learned Writer ( tho' a profeſſed t Pe1egi- 

Enemy tothe former) reſolves all Moral Philoſophy 

into Geomerrical and Methanick Principles: which ſiioPhilo- 

perhaps was deſign'd on purpoſe by that profound Ph. 

and ſagacious Perſon to conyince fome in an Age 

of Mathematicks. He is follow'd and vouch'd 

another, * who undertakes to Improve him, and * Demon- 


to thruſt this Conceit on the World, that Experi-#,57 7 
mental Obſervation is the Standard of all Goodneſs Auchoriry 


and Morality : but I belieye you will agree with me 4 


bo . o . . . Nat = 

in this, that this is ſpoken rather like a Virtuoſo 7A ra 

than a Divine. Accownt of 
Platonick 


There is another, who in his Brief Diſquiſitionof p,,1,46hy. 
the Law of Nature, hath refin'd weft Me wy 
mer Writers, and makes it his work to ſhew thar 
the proof of Natural Laws or Diftates of Reaſon, 
can » drawn only from the uſe of our Senſes. He 


- 


holds, that by the motion ow 5'd on the Organs of 
our Senſes, God delineates the Ideas or Images of all 
Moral Ations on our minds. He thinks there 1s no 
Notion ,of Moral Goodneſs or Evil but what 1s 
communicated to us'by theſe, and conſequently ir 

is not Innate. Tho” by the bye it is well worth our 
obſerving, that he freely grants, that F Beaſts derive + Cp. 2. 
not all their knowledge from their Senſes, but are? © 
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born with peculiar appetites and inclinations, and 
have natural Injlinfts, or Impreſſions ſtampt by God 
on their very natures. So unkind are thefe Philoſo- 
phick Maſters to their own Speczes, as to grudge it 
the Prerogative and Excellency of a Brute. They 
not coy egrade mankind, but thruſt them below 
the rank of Irrational Beings. But it-you would 
know the particular wayhow Moral Sentiments are 
derived to us, they tell you, this 1s the method, 
and they admit of no other ; God makes external 
| Cauſes operate on our bodily Organs, and by this ope- 
ration and motion, in a certain and determinate man- 
ner, we attain to a notion of what is Vitious or Vir- 
fuous. It is by the influence of outward objects, 

and them only, that all plans +5 of Morality come 

to be known to us. But to diſprove this, and at 

the ſame time to baftle the like Dodrine of another 

late Author, . 

Firſt, 1 ask, how can General Notions of Mora- 
lity be produc'd by the External Senſes ? Is there 
any cognation at. all between  Abftrat? Ideas o 
Coagneſs and mere Bodily Objetis? Can a Man 
imaginethat Univerſal and Complex Apprehenſions 
can be the off-ſpring of the particular matters of 
Corporeal Senſe? 

Secondly, if this Author andhis Friends be in the 
. right, then thoſe Beings that aredeſtitute of Bodily 
Senſe can have no Notion of Good andEvil. Sup- 
poſing Angels to be Incorporcal, Morality is a thing 
not known to them; nor is it known to Jeparate 
Souls, nor Saznts in Hcaven, -nay not to God him- 
{clf;, becauſe theſe are exempted from Bodily Senſes, 
and conſequently they are not capable of underitand- 
109g any Moral Propoſitions. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, this Opinion, ' that Natural Motion pro- 
duces Moral Goodneſs, is ſuch a confounding and 
ror together of Phyſicks and Ethicks, that 
none who have clear and diſtin conceptions of 
oo will admit of it. 
ourthly and _ this Opinion makes all Mo- 
rality contingent and uncertain, for all Natural and 
Bodily Motion (on which he holds it depends) is 
ſo: at one time or other: it varies. © External and 
Corporeal Cauſes are ſhifting and fickle: Obje&s 
work on us differently,'yea the operations of the 
ſame Oþjes are not alwaies the ſame; and there-. 
fore Moral Goodneſs, which is founded on theſe, 
is no: fix'd thing, 'but-is unſteady and floating: we 
know not where to: have it, according to this Au- 
thor. Theſe are the'Reafons why I cannotapprove 
of this New Method, which he hath taken todemon- 
ftrate the Truth of Morality, or rather to caſhier 
and defeat it. Which he chuſes rather to'do, than 
to. acknowledge any Inbred Principle 1n the Soul 
of Man. 7 
- I could have wiſlyd that Mr. Norris had not fo 
contemptibly refle&ted on the Inbred Notions 
and Charaters of Truth and Goodneſs on Mens 
minds, as to reproach them with the Title of * mere »z,fedion: 
Jargon: and unintelligible Cant ; eſpecially ſeeing one 92 theEſy 
that hath larded ſome of his Writings with ſomany tw 
unintelligible: /high-flown Strains, and Platonick ding. 
Gibberiſh, (and even an the preſent matter which ©. - 
1s before us talks. of tbe preſentialneſs of the Ideal. * 
World to our Souls, which 1s the Divine Eſſence) | 
wherein. we ſee and underſtand all things) mught. 
have been more favourable in his Cenſure. | _ 
; D' Another 
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—— 26 7 © 7 {Em "PEACE. re ofthe: 
late: Ingenious. Author will by omeans 
hear: of Natural and Congenite Principles of Mo- 

 rality, but roundly tells us in theſe expreſs words, 

+ Cenfe- that + Mem come tothe knawledge of Moral Principles 

nt nd Duties by Tradition: their Fathers taught th 

Part p. 36, mM» and their Grandfathirs their Fathers, and [0 

y 37'- w#þ t0 Adam the common Parent of all. And a little 

A after he uſes fuch language as this, Mora! Datiet 

Y are convey'd to all the World as Spinning aud Weav. 

7 me, and fuch like inventions: W -hercon- 

founds the Notions of Natural and Reveat'd Rets- 

on, and yet it is obſcrvablethatin thoſe Dia/agues 
he fiſt diſtinaly Diſcourſes. of Natural Religion, 
m_ then of Reveals. R_ it 15 evident that 
ke not contradicts himſelf, bu grati- 
fhnes the #, whom eye ains hs. po" ance 
pretends-to:confute: but he not only baulks one of 
the £ and” ſtrongeſt proofs we have jof the 

Fruth of Moral Notions: cs) burhe ridicules 
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disbelic Fr The Re ag "iT. ſame. Body, and 
his ridi TG On Ex «a A of | the 
Dottrine Lb. e Holy Trinity, and in we eneral 
IS oe Scepticiſm and- F'» elity, in his 
eni Natwral and Twbred 1 cn i likewiſe * 
| | ſecms to. be an humble mT of the foreſaid 
Philoſopher, in. his belief of rhe precarious and ar- 
bitrary nature of Morality :. tho'itistrueina flouriſh 
he pretends at E AE 3-4 vr Mr To _ 
icks may. be ated... Surely that 
Propolitio ſition aforemention'd,' vis. Nothing. elſe. but 
that which. hath the allowance of publick Eſteem 1s 
Virtue, ma T, Yeu for the Leviathan Epitomis;'d. 

And here by the way I would obſerve this to you, 
that the Perſons who ſpeakcont: ly of Reveal'd 

or. any partot its are, if youlook! narrowly 
> the) and their Writings, as deficientin tes 
prehenſions and cſtcem of that. which is Natural 
"me y Merah, which yet they ſo.much pretend 
7 up. Whilſt they ſtrike at the Principles:'of 
1 the ah Articles and. M:heries 
Ob ei the Sinews and takeaway 
$ Morality it lf, and. diſcard. the true 
ty Reaſons of Jt. ich ſbews! that 
hong project 1s -Virtue in general, 
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Le, bl. to. confau aDSE 
7Y and Q Er he cxpoſe Relginn it1elf,. and 

{part fe Atheiftical and Seaffiog Pore of 
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rm mmm mmm mn 
z and that we ſhould/confirm and eſtabliſh 
Elovs more-and' more in this neceſſary and im- 
prawn Truth, (which I have endeavourdto make 
"ang pond that ous are Eternal and:Immutable'Rea- 
ns and Evil, 'that: _ = itallImmoratk 
ons-2® repu to x Rule of Right in! our 
own-breaſts, ro nba? in-the mind of our Creator. 
This is the true account of Moral Righreouſheſs, 
namely, that it is built on'the Nature of God, and 
of Humane Souls, andthe Univerſal Behaviour of 
Mankind. © So that; ito. ſpeak; '3-thols t 
deſignedly-'ſcr themſelves againſt' the 
Inbred Principles of Good and Evil, clereatth oem 
the Divinit 5 ſelf, and from the Eſſential Nature 
dGuieol Mala Andweuay affine faves 
that ſuch aPerſwaſion is: themoſt debay 
ciple .in the World;! arid -that thoſe EG rh St, 
and obſtinately maintain it haye a very ill deſign 


upon Mankind. Which was/the only: Arerrs of 


thi 


my: {0/ free and plain de with themzi "for 'cis in 
vain; to: Palliate:where we $o/Curecin>) | INT _. 
Te remains: that an the laſfpl; nald ſhe ,ofia 


Virtue and Efficacy, the Infinente' and U/ in of 
the, Premiſes: whichaight: be-done in-ſeveralP 
Ce OT 
CrencEe IrOMmM W 2 rine ours d 
of be a'mighty- Incentive: fo-all wh? + Gopdneſs. 
Secing theſe-are conſonant/to:our! Princes 
ples'and EEE ham. Wn Aa He. 
able to comply-with them... 
tradi& our own Propenl 
_ Selyes? As atig9 in-Nat 
lines, but: Right-and $ 
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it i$.in Vneres Man's Reaſonable Nature aims at 
that which is his Dire and plain duty: and when 
he deviates from this Right path, he atts againſt 
his true Primutive temper and genius. Let us con- 
"_ fron 6 Oc ght'to be! Virtuous,) becauſe 
cure obliges us to it.. We: arc invited 
ro ok kt Fo ad i by ſomething thar is within 
* _ us, and by the bt Res? Beauty of Goodneſs it (elf. 
We ſhould prize py wr and a Holy Life, becauſe 
they. commend t es to us by theirownnhe- 
rent and abſtract-worth. Let us not' be backward 
m the praftice of Virrue, ſeeing its own native ex- 


cell Encourages us to it. Thoſe were Curious 
tDia.Caſ and Choiſe words of a f OT , _ is 
ty om. ge pn 60 or fa cy to Virrwes 
TOE cool ok oor wes. lene by a. Congenits 


few, and ſuch is the Inbred rinciple, that 
T have been ſpeaking of, whereby we are naturally 
enclin'd to live Virtuouſfly. For tho' ( as was faid 
in the beginning of this Diſcourſc) 'by. the Depra- 
vt deriv'd/from our Firſt Progenicors, both our 
Underſtandings'and Wills are miſcrably ſharter'd 
yet tlicſe Original ons are not effaced; bes 
rn they are << ra Nature of Man as he is 
» Rational Getamde: - herefore Ar cannot be 
d our'of Mens hearts, they arethe 
= of God: on every Soul. "And the 
le any Man's life _ RC 
chem, the more dear and” bri 
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means we ſhall come to find in our minds a Stock 
of Principles, which will very much endear Religion 
to us: for as it will hugely pleaſe us. to ſte a great 
part of our Religion born in us and hred up with 
us, ſo it will be a powerful motive to us to .exert 
thoſe Virtues which are ſo fitted to our Natures, and, 
as I may fay, were Calculated for them. Where- 
fore having this prevalent Incitement, let us not 

cold and indifferent inthe praftice of Righteouſne! 
and. Holineſs; let us manfully break through all 
obſtacles and impediments, and let us. be vigorous 
and zealous in the waiecs of Religion, cyen ofthat 
which God by an Inſite Principle diftates to us: 
and the rather, becauſe thisis ſo conſiderableaſtep 
to and a part of that Higher Strain and Improye- 
ment, which we are c#zefly to be cancern'd for, 
namely, the Inſtitution of the m_— Zeſws, our 
conformity to which is abſolutel eſlary in order 


* or nn and Happineſs. & conclude, let Fo 
F and «nmoveable in our duty ,/ ſeeing. 
Sh ; nid Reabns-of © we ik ANTS 


evidently appear-in our lives, that the eſtcem and 
love we have for Goodneſs and Virtueare not Paſ- 
ſion, butReaſony notImagination, but Solid Judg- 


mentr. 


THE END. 
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